BRIEF COMMUNICATION 


ON THE STATUS OF SOME NEMATODE SPECIES FROM AUSTRALIAN BIRDS 


Identification ol nemulodes from Australian 
birds, now in progress, has shown that the follow- 
ing nomenclatural changes and comments are 
hecessary. 

Comment on Anisakis diomedene (Linstow)! 
(Ascaridoidea; Anisakidae), A, diomeduue was 
collected fom Diomedea brachyura in the north 
Pacific Ocean by the Challenger Expedition, The 
Challenger material was examined by Baylis? and 
identified as belonging to the genus Anisakis 
Dujardin, 1845. Since then this species has been 
placed in Conrracaceum Rallliet and Henry, 1912, 
by several authors: L5, in Anisakisi, and In Ani 
sakis, syn Stamachusi. 

‘The most abvious differences between Anisakis 
spp. and Contracaccum spp. ure the absence of 
mterhibia and of intestinal and oesophageal 
appendices in Anisukis, In 4. diomedeue anterlabia 
and oesophageal and intestinal appendages are 
ubsent, ‘here is however a thick ribbon-like ex- 
cretory canal, one of the features noted by Hart- 
wich" as characteristic of the Anisakinae. This is 
particularly large in A- diomedeae and may have 
been mistaken by some authors (as it wos by 
Johnston, pers. comm, c. 1940) for an intestinal 
caecum, Johnston and Mawson? give description 
and lipures of the species. 

Anisakis is said to occur only in marine mam- 
mith) This mole is to draw attention to the 
identity of the species und to the later accounts of 
Baylis and Johnston & Mawson. I ts probable that 
these are the only authors quoted here who have 
examined specimens of A, diomedeae, Further 
work may lead to {he erection of a new genis 
for the Species, but it cannot be Considered as 
belonging to Contricaeenm, 

A. diomedeae is. very Commonly found in alba- 
Irosses und petrely from the oteans around Aus- 
tralia, 
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Proposed namenclatural changes: 


In Heterakoiden: Meterakidae: 


Heterahis bancrofti (Johnston)! to Odonterakis 
bancrajr. Odonterakis1 was erecled for Hetera- 
kinae In which the spicules are equal and non- 
ulate and in which labial grooves are present. It 
is distinguished from Aeterakis by these features 
and by the presence of three small inicrlabia, All 
These features are present in the type material of 
II, bancrofti and in other material from the sume 
host species, so the nomenclatural change is neces- 
Saty- 

Odonterukis spp. have up to the present been 
recorded only from South American birds, mainly 
tinamous. The Australian records ure mostly from 
the Brush Turkey, Alectura lartami, though there 
is one record From a Wonga Pigeon, Lencosarcia 
melanoleuea, 

In Acuarioidac: Acuariniue: 

Acudria curvicdla Johnston and Mawson!?, to A. 
authuris (Rud.)"1 The appearance and measure- 
menis of the single female worm on which the 
description of Acuaria corvicola was based are 
close to those of the numerous specimens of A. 
aithuris now known trom Corvus spp, fram many 
parts of Austidiu'™ and the species are ton- 
sidered synonymous, 

Eehinuria querquedulae Johnston and Maw- 
sonin, 10 E wacinata (Rud, E. querquedulae, 
described from a single female from Arnas pih- 
herijrons, was diflerentiated from E. nneinata 
mainly by the size of the body spines. IL 16 now 
considered that this falls within the natural 
variation in size of spines seen in BE. uncinata iden» 
tified from the same and related hosts in Aus- 
tralia, “Phas Æ. guerguedwlae becomes a synonym 
of E. wncinan, 
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